LOUISIANA BEHAVIOR ANALYST BOARD
IN THE MATTER OF COMPLAINT NUMBER: 2025-050B

KRISTEN KELLY SPEARS LICENSE NUMBER: L-046

CONSENT AGREEMENT AND ORDER

WHEREAS, KRISTEN KELLY SPEARS (“MS. SPEARS”) is a Licensed Behavior
Analyst (“LBA”), and is subject to the jurisdiction and rules and regulations of the Behavior
Analyst Practice Act (La. R.S. 37:3701, ef seq.), the Professional and Occupational Standards for
Behavior Analysts (LAC 46:VIII §301, ef seq.), and the BACB Professional and Ethical Code for
Behavior Analysts;

WHEREAS, on or about December 30, 2024, the Louisiana Behavior Analyst Board
(“LBAB” or “Board™), received an application for a Registered Line Technician (“RLT”) to be
registered under the supervision of Ms. Spears, which application required review by the Board,

WHEREAS, after the Board review, additional information was requested from the RLT,
and the RLT disclosed that she would need to take off work to obtain the requested documents.
When questioned, she advised that she had been providing one-on-one ABA services and worked
on motor skills, receptive learning, and building skills with clients;

WHEREAS, by correspondence dated February 21, 2025, the LBAB notified MS.
SPEARS of a Board-initiated complaint filed against her, provided Ms. Spears with a summary of
the nature of the complaint, and requested that Ms. Spears, within thirty (30) days, provide a

statement giving her review of the circumstances that are the subject of the complaint;
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WHEREAS, on or about April 2, 2025, the LBAB received a response from Ms. Spears,

giving her review of the allegations and provided information indicating that the training protocol

at her office allows RLTs to directly work with clients prior to registration with the Board;

WHEREAS, the respondent, Ms. Spears, has indicated her desire to resolve this matter

through a Consent Agreement and Order provided forin LAC 46:VIII §603 and La. R.S. 49:975(D)

of the Louisiana Administrative Procedure Act;

WHEREAS, the Respondent, Ms. Spears, has admitted the following:

1.

Respondent, Ms. Spears, is and was at all times pertinent to the facts and matters alleged
herein, a Licensed Behavior Analyst, licensed by the LBAB to engage in the practice
of behavior analysis in the State of Louisiana, as evidenced by LBA License Number
L-046.

At all times pertinent to the facts of this case, Ms. Spears was actively engaged in the
practice of Applied Behavior Analysis at Kelly Spears, Inc.

. Ms. Spears acknowledges that the LBAB may have sufficient information to file an

Administrative Complaint based upon the allegations against her. Thus, to avoid
proceeding to an administrative hearing, Ms. Spears agrees to the terms of this Consent
Agreement and Order.

The Respondent, Ms. Spears, admits that her conduct violated the following rules and
regulations of the LBAB: BACB Rules 1.01, 1.02, and 2.06; and LAC 46:VIII §304(A),
and §1001(A).

WHEREAS, the Respondent, Ms. Spears, agrees not to repeat the misconduct mentioned

in this Consent Agreement and Order and acknowledges that any further misconduct mentioned in

this Consent Agreement and Order will be considered a violation of the terms of this Consent

Agreement and Order and shall be cause for further disciplinary action. Ms. Spears further

recognizes that any violation or failure of strict compliance with any of the terms and conditions

set forth in this Consent Agreement and Order by Ms. Spears shall be deemed adequate and
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sufficient cause for the LBAB to immediately suspend the license of Ms. Spears to practice
behavior analysis in the State of Louisiana for a period of up to two (2) years, as determined by
the LBAB at a regularly scheduled meeting of the LBAB, without the need to institute new
disciplinary proceedings against Ms. Spears.

WHEREAS, Respondent, Ms. Spears, recognizes her right to have an administrative
adjudication of the charges outlined in the complaint and notice letter, at which time Ms. Spears
would be entitled to be represented by legal counsel, to call witnesses, and to present witnesses on
her behalf in defense or in mitigation of the charges made, and to a decision thereon by the LBAB
based upon written findings of fact and conclusions of law in accordance with the Louisiana
Administrative Procedure Act. Ms. Spears nonetheless hereby waives her right to formal
adjudication and, pursuant to La. R.S. 49:975(D), consents to the entry of the Consent Agreement
and Order set forth hereinafter. Ms. Spears also acknowledges that she hereby waives any rights
to which she may be entitled pursuant to the Louisiana Administrative Procedure Act, La. R.S.
49:951, et seq., or which she otherwise may be afforded by any law to contest her agreement to,
or the force and effect of this Consent Agreement and Order in any Court or other forum.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that in consideration of the foregoing and pursuant to the
authority vested in the LBAB by La. R.S. 49:975(D), the LBAB orders and Ms. Spears accepts the
following administrative action, which is a final decision pursuant to La. R.S. 49:977:

1. The LBAB license of Ms. Spears to be engaged in the practice of Applied Behavior

Analysis in the State of Louisiana, as evidenced by the LBA License Number L-046,
shall be, and is hereby REPRIMANDED, based upon the allegations of the complaint

and investigation. Ms. Spears accepts and shall maintain strict compliance with the
following terms and conditions.
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2. Ms. Spears shall pay legal costs associated with the Complaint in the amount of FIVE
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00) as well as a fine as authorized by La. R.S.
37:3704(8) and La. R.S. 37:3712(C) for the above referred violations in the amount of
ONE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($1,200.00) within twelve (12)
months from the date that all parties sign this Consent Agreement and Order, which
payment shall be made by certified check or money order. The payment(s) shall be
made in five installments of $141.67 and one final installment of $141.63, postmarked
no later than the tenth (10™) day of each month, with the first payment due within thirty
(30) days after the approval of this Agreement by the LBAB. There shall be no pre-
payment penalty.

3. Ms. Spears further acknowledges that failure to reimburse the fees set forth above at
Paragraph 2 will require the Board to take further action in collection of this debt.
Respondent has six (6) months to reimburse the expenses before the debt will be
considered final and transferred to the Louisiana Office of Debt Recovery (ODR). After
transfer, the debt is subject to an additional collection fee of up to twenty-five percent
(25%) of the total debt liability, as provided for in La. R.S. 47:1676(E).

4. Ms. Spears shall submit to the Board a revised New Employee Training Plan (“Plan™)
that 1s compliant with LBAB laws, rules and regulations, and the BACB Ethics Code
Jor Behavior Analysis no later than two weeks prior to the next scheduled meeting of
the Board, which Plan will be reviewed by the Board. Ms. Spears shall comply with
any further instructions by the Board regarding the Plan.

5. This disciplinary action is a reportable offense against your license to be disclosed to
any professional licensing board or credentialing agencies you are associated with
according to their requirements.

6. By agreeing to the terms of this Consent Agreement and Order, Ms. Spears waives all
rights to appeal this adjudication.

THIS CONSENT AGREEMENT AND ORDER shall take effect immediately upon
adoption by the LBAB and is a matter of public record. The terms of this Consent Agreement and
Order may be published and reported in, including but not limited to, the LBAB website, the

BACB, and the National Practitioners Data Bank (NPDB).
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THE ADMISSIONS AND FINDINGS CONTAINED HEREIN are intended solely for

the purpose of resolving the case at hand or in connection with other matters before the LBAB

involving Respondent.
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ORDER

The Louisiana Behavior Analyst Board, having examined the Consent Agreement and

Order, Case No. 2025-050B, adopts the Consent Agreement and Order in the matter on this 9‘”‘

LOUISIAWVIOR ANALYST BOARD

day of j—u IUB , 2025,

1elé”ﬁ WS
Board C
Rebecca Mandal-Blasio, Ph.D.

Board Vice-Chair

Courtney Wright, M.Ed., J D.
Board Member

@bSer\‘!\"

Joseph Tuminello, II1, Ph.D.
Board Member

Lo/ L. 0er £

Lloyd Boudloche, Jr., Ed.D.
Board Member

Lindy"West, M_A.
Board Member
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I, JAMES R. RAINES, serving as Prosecutor, do hereby acknowledge negotiation and
preparation of this Consent Agreement and Order in order to resolve, with prejudice, all matters
for which KRISTEN KELLY SPEARS, could be charged under Complaint Number 2025-050B;
and further certify that this Consent Agreement and Order is consistent with the evidence,
adequately addresses the complaint and represents a true and correct statement of that which could

be proven at a hearing of this matter.
NN A— & / 2

@ Raines Date

[, KRISTEN KELLY SPEARS, make these acknowledgements and waivers in support of a final
disposition of the pending investigation of Complaint Number 2025-050B by Consent Agreement

and Order (“Order”) pursuant to La. R.S. 49:975(D), in lieu of the institution and prosecution of
formal administrative proceedings, and accordingly consent to the entirety of the Order set forth
hereinbefore and further waive any right to which 1T may be entitled under the Louisiana
Administrative Procedure Act or any other law to contest, in any court, my agreement to this Order.
By my subscription hereto, I also hereby authorize the Prosecutor or LBAB Executive Director to
present this Order to the LBAB for its consideration and to disclose to and discuss with the LBAB
the nature and results of the investigation of this matter. I herein waive any objection to such
disclosure based on due process of law under either the State or Federal Constitution or under State
statutory law, including La. R.S. 49:977.2, and further authorize the matter to be taken up in
executive session by the Board, even in my absence. I expressly acknowledge that the disclosure
of such information to the LBAB shall be without prejudice to the Prosecutor’s authority to file a
formal Administrative Complaint, or the LBAB’s capacity to adjudicate such Administrative
Complaint, should the LBAB decline to approve this Consent Agreement and Order. I further
acknowledge my awareness that should the LBAB approve this Consent Agreement and Order

that the Con en?eeme and Order will become a matter of public record.

/ oo |zoz S
TEN K ARS 'Date
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I, KRISTEN KELLY SPEARS, have read the Consent Agreement and Order, understand it, and

agree to be bound by its terms and conditions.

DATED:OO! \”?)! b W L/ )/ gﬁ‘%—"—

KRISTENKELLY SPEARS

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this £ day of J&~¢

2025, at ik enclev- (o , Louisiana.

—

_ Notary Public TRACY A SALVAGGIO
Print Name: Notary Public #84772
My Commission Expires: State of Louisiana

My Commission is Issued for Life
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