LOUISIANA BEHAVIOR ANALYST BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF COMPLAINT NUMBER: 2025-036B

ALINE ECHAVARRIA LICENSE NO: L-629

CONSENT AGREEMENT AND ORDER

ALINE ECHAVARRIA ("MS. ECHAVARRIA™) is a Licensed Behavior Analyst
(“LBA™), and is subject to the jurisdiction and rules and regulations of the Louisiana Behavior
Analyst Board (“LBAB” or “Board”) as set forth in the Behavior Analyst Practice Act (La. R.S.
37:1001, et seq.), and the Professional and Occupational Standards for Behavior Analysts (LAC
46:VIII §301, ef seq.) and enters into the following agreement relative to Complaint No. 2025-
036B.

FACTUAL BASIS FOR CONSENT ORDER

1. The Board received a rap back regarding an arrest by Ms. Echavarria in Louisiana for
violating La. R.S. 14:98(A), D(1), and 14:98.1(A)(1)(3), Operating a Vehicle While
Intoxicated — First Offense — BAC 0.20 Percent or More. Upon investigation, the Board
learned that Ms. Echavarria was arrested on April 17, 2023, for operating a vehicle while
having a blood alcohol concentration of 0.20 percent or more, specifically .203g%. She
was also charged with violations of La. R.S. 32:58, Careless Operation, and La. R.S.
32:863.1(A), Evidence of Compulsory Motor Vehicle Liability Security Required to be
Contained in Vehicle.

o

After learning of Ms. Echavarria’s arrest in Louisiana, the Board reached out to her to
obtain additional information from Ms. Echavarria regarding her arrest as she failed to self-
report this arrest. The Board requested that Ms. Echavarria provide updates to the Board
regarding her ongoing criminal case in Louisiana.

Ms. Echavarria subsequently provided documentation to the Board indicating that in that
matter entitled State of Louisiana v. Aline M. Echavarria, Docket No. 2297-M-2023, 22nd
Judicial District Court, Parish of St. Tammany, State of Louisiana, the imposition of her
sentence was suspended pursuant to La. C.Cr.P. art. 894, and she was placed on supervised
probation for a period of two years. She was also ordered to pay fines and costs of
$1,008.00, and to perform three eight-hour days of community service by April 4, 2024.

(98]

5222182.vl



4.

Based on communications with Ms. Echavarria, it was determined that she was not
currently capable of providing behavior analysis services with reasonable skill and safety.

VIOLATIONS RELATED TO MS. ECHAVARRIA’S CONDUCT

Ms. Echavarria’s conduct described above and otherwise reviewed in this action is

subjection to and/or in violation of the following provisions of law and rules regarding her practice

of behavior analysis:

1.

g

La. R.S. 37:3712(B)(2)(c): The board shall have the power and duty to suspend, place on
probation, require remediation for a specified time, revoke any license or state certificate
to practice behavior analysis, or take any other action specified in the rules and regulations
whenever the board, by affirmative vote of at least four of its five members, shall find by
a preponderance of the evidence that a behavior analyst or assistant behavior analyst has
engaged in any of the following acts or offenses: (2) Practicing behavior analysis in such a
manner as to endanger the welfare of clients or patients, including but not limited to: (c)
Gross malpractice, repeated malpractice, or gross negligence in the practice of behavior
analysis.

La. R.S. 37:3712(B)(13): The board shall have the power and duty to suspend, place on
probation, require remediation for a specified time, revoke any license or state certificate
to practice behavior analysis, or take any other action specified in the rules and regulations
whenever the board, by affirmative vote of at least four of its five members, shall find by
a preponderance of the evidence that a behavior analyst or assistant behavior analyst has
engaged in any of the following acts or offenses: (13) Inability to practice behavior analysis
with reasonable skill and safety to patients or clients by reason of illness, inebriation,
misuse of drugs, narcotics, alcohol, chemicals, or any other substance, or as a result of any
mental or physical condition.

La. R.S. 37:3712(B)(15): The board shall have the power and duty to suspend, place on
probation, require remediation for a specified time, revoke any license or state certificate
to practice behavior analysis, or take any other action specified in the rules and regulations
whenever the board, by affirmative vote of at least four of its five members, shall find by
a preponderance of the evidence that a behavior analyst or assistant behavior analyst has
engaged in any of the following acts or offenses: (15) Violation of any of the provisions of
this Chapter or of the rules and regulations promulgated by the board.

LAC 46:VIII §1001: A. The Louisiana Behavior Analyst Board incorporates by reference
and maintains that Licensed Behavior Analysts, State Certified Assistant Behavior
Analysts and Registered Line Technicians shall follow the Behavior Analyst Certification
Board’s (hereinafter referred to as BACB’s) Professional and Ethical Compliance Code,
approved by the BACB’s Board of Directors on August 7, 2014, effective January 1, 2016
and updated January 1, 2022. This updated code replaces the Professional and Ethical
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Compliance Code (2014) and now serves as the BACB’s guide on ethical matters and as
the basis for disciplinary complaints and will also be the Louisiana Behavior Analyst
Board’s (hereinafter referred to as LBAB) guide on ethical matters and as such enforceable
by the LBAB. The information regarding the code can be found on the BACB’s official
web site, bacb.com, under the ethics section.

BACB Ethics Code for Behavior Analysts, Rule 1.03 Accountability: Behavior analysts
are accountable for their actions and professional services and follow through on work
commitments. When errors occur or commitments cannot be met, behavior analysts take
all appropriate actions to directly address them, first in the best interest of clients, and then
in the best interest of relevant parties.

BACB Ethics Code for Behavior Analysts, Rule 1.10 Awareness of Personal Biases and
Challenges: Behavior analysts maintain awareness that their personal biases or challenges
(e.g.. mental or physical health conditions; legal, financial, marital/relationship challenges)
may interfere with the effectiveness of their professional work. Behavior analysts take
appropriate steps to resolve interference, ensure that their professional work is not
compromised, and document all actions taken in this circumstance and the eventual
outcomes.
ORDER

Pursuant to the foregoing Factual Basis for Consent Order and Violations Related to Ms.

Echavarria’s Conduct, and, in order to avoid further administrative and judicial proceedings, Ms.
Echavarria and the Board, by vote of quorum, agree as follows:

I

2

Ms. Echavarria’s LBA license is SUSPENDED until such time that she submits to a fitness
for duty evaluation. Ms. Echavarria will schedule at her own expense a Fitness for Duty
Evaluation at Palmetto Addiction Recovery Center (“Palmetto™). The evaluation report
must be sent directly to the Board upon completion for review. Ms. Echavarria’s license
will remain suspended until receipt by the Board of an evaluation report from Palmetto
stating that she is safe to return to the practice of behavior analysis with reasonable skill
and safety to the public.

Ms. Echavarria agrees to follow all treatment recommendations resulting from the Fitness
for Duty Evaluation. If individual therapy/treatment is recommended in the Fitness for
Duty Evaluation, Ms. Echavarria shall sign all necessary medical release forms for the full
initial evaluation report, fitness for duty evaluation report and any treatment discharge
summaries to be released directly to the individual treatment provider and to the Board.
Ms. Echavarria agrees to allow the Board to send a copy of the Consent Order to Palmetto
and to the individual treatment provider. Individual therapy reports shall be sent directly to
the Board from the individual therapy provider on a quarterly basis, to be received no later
than the 15th of January, April, July, and October.

Once Ms. Echavarria’s license is reinstated after the suspension period set forth at
Paragraph 1, above, her license shall be on probation for a minimum of five (5) years. Ms.
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Echavarria shall submit to the Board Executive Director in writing not less than thirty (30)
calendar days prior to completion of the probationary period a request for a letter from the
Board formally acknowledging the close of the probationary period. Ms. Echavarria’s
probationary period concludes upon receipt by Ms. Echavarria of a letter from the Board
acknowledging the close of the probationary period and a final exit interview with the
Board to be scheduled by the Board Executive Director. The probationary period may be
extended for any failure by Ms. Echavarria to fully comply with all aspects of the
recommendations contained in the Fit for Duty Evaluation. Such conduct shall also
constitute a violation of this Consent Order, which may result in further discipline by the
Board.

During the five-year probationary period, Ms. Echavarria shall provide a copy of this
Consent Order to her employer(s) and direct supervisor(s), and any LBA or SCABA that
works for, or contracts with Ms. Echavarria at any business, including, but not limited to,
any business(es) Ms. Echavarria owns, operates or manages before providing behavior
analysis services and shall have such person(s) notify the Executive Director in writing that
he/she has received and reviewed a copy of this Consent Order prior to Ms. Echavarria
providing behavior analysis services. Ms. Echavarria shall do this also with any new or
subsequent employer(s), direct supervisor(s) or any LBA or SCABA subsequently hired
by or contracted with any business owned by Ms. Echavarria.

Ms. Echavarria shall pay legal costs associated with the Complaint in the amount of
SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($750.00) as well as a fine as authorized by La.
R.S. 37:3704(8) and La. R.S. 37:3712(C) for the above referred violations in the amount
of TWO HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($250.00) within twelve (12) months from the
date that all parties sign this Consent Agreement and Order, which payment shall be made
by certified check or money order. The payment(s) shall be made in four quarterly
installments of $250.00, with the first payment due within ninety (90) days after the
approval of this Agreement by the LBAB. There shall be no pre-payment penalty.

Ms. Echavarria further acknowledges that failure to reimburse the fees set forth above at
Paragraph 5 will require the Board to take further action in collection of this debt. Ms.
Echavarria has twelve (12) months to reimburse the expenses before the debt will be
considered final and transferred to the Louisiana Office of Debt Recovery (ODR). After
transfer, the debt is subject to an additional collection fee of up to twenty-five percent
(25%) of the total debt liability, as provided for in La. R.S. 47:1676(E).

Ms. Echavarria shall report the terms of this Consent Agreement and its approval to any
board or agency located in the United States with which she is licensed.

Ms. Echavarria shall meet with the Board, or with the Board’s representative, whenever

requested during the probationary period, and shall fully cooperate in providing
information and documents requested in such meetings.
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10.

i

12.

13.

14.

Ms. Echavarria shall have reliable access to a computer, internet, and telephone, and shall
provide to the Executive Director her preferred telephone number and/or email address in
writing for expedited communications regarding compliance with this Board Order within
forty-eight (48) hours of signing the Consent Order. Ms. Echavarria shall reply to Board
emails and telephone calls within eight (8) hours of such communication. Ms. Echavarria
shall notify the Executive Director in writing of any change to her preferred telephone
number and/or email address immediately upon such change.

Ms. Echavarria declares that, before signing this Consent Order, she is of sound mind, has
carefully read this document, understands the contents, and freely consents to it as valid
and binding upon her. Further, she has had the opportunity to be represented by legal
counsel in this matter and in the negotiation of this Agreement.

Ms. Echavarria recognizes her right to have an administrative adjudication of the charges
outlined in the complaint and notice letter, at which time Ms. Echavarria would be entitled
to be represented by legal counsel, to call witnesses, and to present witnesses on her behalf
in defense or in mitigation of the charges made, and to a decision thereon by the LBAB
based upon written findings of fact and conclusions of law in accordance with the
Louisiana Administrative Procedure Act. Ms. Echavarria nonetheless hereby waives her
right to formal adjudication and, pursuant to La. R.S. 49:975(D), consents to the entry of
the Consent Agreement and Order set forth hereinafter. Ms. Echavarria also acknowledges
that she hereby waives any rights to which she may be entitled pursuant to the Louisiana
Administrative Procedure Act, La. R.S. 49:951, ef seq., or which she otherwise may be
afforded by any law to contest her agreement to, or the force and effect of this Consent
Agreement and Order in any Court or other forum.

Ms. Echavarria acknowledges that her failure to comply with any term of this Consent
Order is a basis for the immediate summary suspension of her license and for further
disciplinary action by the Board.

Ms. Echavarria acknowledges that this Consent Order only addresses the specific
violations outlined above.

Ms. Echavarria authorizes the Executive Director and prosecuting attorney to present this
Consent Order to the full Board for its consideration and to fully disclose and discuss with
the Board the nature and results of the investigation. Ms. Echavarria waives any objection
to such disclosures under the Administrative Procedure Act and expressly acknowledges
that the disclosure of such information to the Board shall be without prejudice to the
prosecuting attorney’s authority to file a formal Administrative Complaint against her, or
to the Board’s capacity, as currently comprised, or any future composition of the Board, to
adjudicate such Complaint, should the Board decline to approve this Consent Order.
Should the Board decline to approve this Consent Order, Ms. Echavarria retains all rights
to due process including, but not limited to, her right to have notice of any allegations or
charges against her, to administrative adjudication of such allegations or charges, and to a
subsequent final decision rendered upon written findings of fact and conclusions of law.
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16.
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18.

Ms. Echavarria acknowledges that presentation to and consideration by the Board of this
Consent Agreement, including presented documentary evidence and information, shall not
unfairly or illegally prejudice or preclude the Board, or any of its members, as the Board
is currently constituted, or any future appointments to the Board, from further participation
in hearings or resolution to these proceedings.

Ms. Echavarria acknowledges that this Consent Order becomes effective only upon
signature by the members of the Board.

Ms. Echavarria acknowledges that all communication(s) regarding compliance with and/or
fulfillment of the requirements of this Consent Order shall be in writing between Ms.
Echavarria and the Board Executive Director or Board staff. No verbal communication(s)
shall be considered proof of compliance or commitment. Ms. Echavarria acknowledges
that it is the responsibility of Ms. Echavarria to fully comply with the Consent Order and
proactively communicate with the Board Executive Director.

This Consent Agreement and Order shall take effect immediately upon adoption by the
LBAB and 1s a matter of public record. The terms of this Consent Agreement and Order
may be published and reported in, including but not limited to, the LBAB website, the
BACB, and the National Practitioners Data Bank (NPDB).
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ORDER
The Louisiana Behavior Analyst Board, having examined the Consent Agreement and

Order, Case No. 2025-036B, adopts the Consent Agreement and Order in the matter on this / Q+h

LOUISIANA BEHAVIOR ANALYST BOARD
I JE
d rio, M.S.

aniel
Board Chfir

Riboove phomdt (Lee fIP

Rebecca Mandal-Blasio, Ph.D.
Board Vice Chair

day of /‘//ﬁlrc h , 2025.

(9] ‘D e r\Jt‘
Joseph Tuminello, III, Ph.D.
Board Member

Q\DS erx"l‘
Renee Cole, ML.A.

Bozg Member

Courtney Wright, J.D.
Board Member
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Lloyd J/Boudtbche, Jr., EA.D.
Board Member
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I, JAMES R. RAINES, scrving as Prosecutor, do hereby acknowledge negotiation and
preparation of this Consent Agreement and Order in order to resolve, with prejudice, all matters
for which Ms. Echavarria could be charged under Complaint Number 2025-036B; and further
certify that this Consent Agreement and Order is consistent with the evidence, adequately

addresses the complaint and represents a true and correct statement of that which could be proven

at a hearing of this matter,

Iy S 2 inber
Date

~__Jarttes R. Raines
I, ALINE ECHAVARRIA, make these acknowledgements and waivers in support
disposition of the pending investigation of Complaint Number 2025-036B by Consent Agreement

and Order (“Order”) pursuant to La, R.S. 49:975(D), in lieu of the institution and
f the Order set forth

of a final

prosecution of

formal administrative proceedings, and accordingly consent to the entirety o
hereinbefore and further waive any right to which I may be entitled under the Louisiana
Administrative Procedure Act or any other law to contest, in any court, my agreement to this Order.
By my subscription hereto, I also hereby authorize the Prosecutor to present this Order to the
LBAB for its consideration and to disclose to and discuss with the LBAB the nature and results of
the investigation of this matter. I herein waive any objection to such disclosure based on due
process of law under either the State or Federal Constitution or under State statutory law, including
La. R.S. 49:977.2. 1expressly acknowledge that the disclosure of such information to the LBAB
shall be without prejudice to the Prosecutor’s authority to file a formal Administrative Complaint,
or the LBAB’s capacity to adjudicate such Administrative Complaint, should the LBAB decline
to approve this Consent Agreement and Order. 1 further acknowledge my awareness that should

the LBAB approve this Consent Agreement and Order that the Consent Agreement and Order will
become a matter of public record.

AW\M N 02 10-2S5

ALINE ECHAVARRIA Date
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I, ALINE ECHAVARRIA, have read the Consent Agreement and Order, understand it, and agree
to be bound by its terms and conditions.

DATED: S - {0 - 2§ uM\n k@@j\_/,_f{,,} )

ALINE ECHAVARRIA

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this Ll)f'aay of Marth )

20254t St, Tammany Parish . Louisiana.
K. MM
otary PUBPC
Print Name: ATHY AUTHEMENT

My-CommissiorrisTortife

Y= KATHY AUTHEMENT :
O\ NQOTARY PUBLIC :
NOTARY 2 205295
C STATE OF LOUISIANA

Seizd oARISHOF ST TAMMANY |

My Commission Expires:
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